THE SOUTH AFRICAN SCTIENCE PFICTION CIUB.

'Calling S.F. Fane' wos the heading of a lestter in the
Sunday Times of April 13, 1969, The letter was Trom Tex Cooper,
who was interssted in starting a Science Fiction club in South
Africa. A1l interested persons were regquested o contact him,

Thirty-seven people creflied sghowing that there was a
need for zn S.F. club. A meeting was held on June 6, 1969 at
the home of Tex Cooper in Preiforia, Nine people attended and
apclogies wers received from = further nine, As the meeting was
limited to pecple from Pretorie and the Reef, because of distance,
this was a goed attendance,

At the mesting am Iimportant deedisi-n was talken: To
start an 8.I', cluh. A temporary Committer was electaed and the
following suggestions adopted: i, A newsletter would be
publisl’led quarterly or sooner. ii, Subscripticns were fixed,
iii, A Lending Library should bs started. iv. The eciunb would

c,ffiliats with the Nationzl Fantasy Fan Fedcration in Americz,

hich 1s the lergest 3.F. fan club, kmown as N3F.

A thank-you letter was written to the Sunday Times and
‘25 printed under fthe heeding 'S.F. Club Formed.' in the issue
b+ June 29, 1969, Thia drew response from a further twenty-five
sersons who had not seen the first ketter.

Committee meetings were held and an Application Form
vags drawn up snd sent to everyone wheo had enquired zsbout the club,
Thirty of the sixty-four eénguirers joined the Club.

.. 4 The Wewsletter, which has become a regular festure of

the e.iub, was started and members were asked to vote on 2 naeme
for the club, It was also proposed te hold thas first Annual
Geoneral Meeting on Octoter 3, 1969 at the home of Simon Scotth
in Johannesburg.

The A,G.M. waa well attended, ° The name of the Club
was announced. It is 5.¥.5.A. At the ATG.M, the following
points were discussed: i. Finznece = the Club was solvent.

ii. The Constitutior - this was drawn up by the Comeittee amad
maa esacnfad, iii, Tre Emblem ~ 2 competition would be run to
find = switable one. iv. The Lending Library - this was
cetoblished -and contamne about 200 books, donated by members.

A1l members rsceived with the noxt Newsletter, a copy
of the Comstitution and 2 1ist of members. "

At a Committer meeting it was decided that, instead of
holding Coumnittee Meetings, Mestings of Members would be heid.
This would give the Membera sn opportunity to mezt sach other
soclally =nd get to know cach other. The first Membors' Meeting
wes held at ithe homs of Tertius du Plessis in Preforia on March
£, 1970 and was = success.

O March 9, 1970, Tex Cooper was interviewed by Ronnile
%ilson sbout the S.F, Club on the Redio Programme 'Switch On.!
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This was broadcast over the English Service of the S.A.B.C.

To sum up. What hes the Cluv accomplished in $he first
nine months of it's exiatence? ]

I. We have a membership of. thirty-five S.F., fens
linked together by their cormmon interest in Science Tiction.

2, The Club hag a name, emblem and a healthy Savings
Account to cater for future needs,

3. Affiliation with N3F was offsctive from January 1970.

4, A Newgletter is published regularly containing
articles, stories, nsws end letiers from members,

5% The facilities of the Iending Librery are
available to members. 4

of the Tuturas? Qur future plans include:

1, Inviting Dr, RBleksley to be an honorary member,

2 Arranging film shows for members.

i Arranging lecturss by prominent scientists and
holding discussions and dehatss.

4, Holding social events, such as braaivleises or
plenics.,

Egtablighing & regulsr South African S.F. Convention,
inviting members from America and.Furope to attend and sending
representetives to the Annual WorldCon. BEventually we hope
to hold the WorldCon in South Africa.

These are the futurs plans. With the enthugissm
and help of our members we will accomplish them.

THE NATIONAL FANTASY FAN FIEDERATION,

The Nationsl Fantasy Fan Federation was orgenised in
1941 by 2 group of fans who felt the need of an organisetion to
further the anjoyment of S.F. They had been meeting in New York
st the home of Dr. K,D, Swisher. At one of the meetings Ari
Widener suggested organizing a national 3.T. club., The idea was
met with enthusissm znd 64 fans becams cﬁartur members of NFFF.

NIFF i= g club orgsnised and operated by'persons interested in
the field of S.F. :

The policy of NFFF, =28 is the policy of S5.F.8.4., is
to stimunlate and increase interest in S.F; To help others y
enjoy 8.F. by uniting with those of the sams interest. S5.F. Pandem
is uniquec in the way 1% has organised intc large world organisations
banded together for the scle purposz of enjoying and helping
others to enjoy S.F.

The NFFF has various Zureaus which attend to ceriain
func¥iens to facilitate the running of it zsnd to help the fans
obtain the maximum enjoyment cut of S.F. Somg of thege will be
dealt with, although only briefly.
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maittos: They welcome new mombers o the

elub snd offsr their services to the now member to haelp him
$ih the club's activitics. Lotters from

become =cquainted witi
ths Weleom: Committzo to now
if answers to questions are noeded,
will be there to supply the informetion,

Follow-up 1_‘-_1_-:,":};:; This takee ovor where the Welcome

:d not te ~nawcred and
thoe Welcome Committec

ties leavoe off, They assist in bringing togother
rs with matuel interestz. Membars who wish to correspond
others of similar interusts may approach the Follow-up

dargan for names and addresses,

suscript Duarcau: Trhey act as 2z meterial

distrivution centre Ffor fanzine publishers, Fetorial is received
wish to sce it in print, e.s. artwork, fiction,
cartoons or anything of fannish interest. Any fenzince cditor

i welcome to the waterizl without cost. The only obligation

ig that 2 cowy ¢f the fanzine muet bo sent to thes contributor,
containing his work, frec of charga.

To help you find the answers

from thoace who

I:t‘orsr___'”_'____ L
to any guestiorns you 3 regarding anthors, stories,

fendom or anything of fauni interaesit.

Stowy Conto: An amatour story contest 1d hsld
gach yazar for those Htarc%nui in writing S.F. Storiecs are
Judged on their morits and nemBlers may submit more than one

- gtory if they wmnt to, he judges #o nol kmow who the
guthors are and Frederik Pohl haz been Judge for quits o few
years and has bought som: of thc stories. 9.F.5.A. would 1lika

to cubmit stories if the membors sre intere ted.

Theras ere other Buregus that you will hear gbout
and there iz no sct rule for enjoying membershiry in the olub,
Self-satisfection will only come when you become active in
some facet of fendom,

FFFF publishes two ‘wines, fno is a letterzine,
oalled TIGHTEEAM, and aay fon moy scund off in it. Heore
members write about anything famnish. The other 'zinoe 1s the
official orgzan of tho club and is c2i1lsed TNFP. Eere official
reporia on theé running of the club arce published.

Fang ere & growp Which ean be loudatory =zs well za

gcvera critics. Zoth showid be accepiea with good grace,
without =zng or swollan heads. We weru organiz:d to have
fun and this we shall do despito critics or feuds.

e hope that thess write-ups have enshled you to

mnderstond NFFF and 5,F,.S.A. 2 1i'ml:- bettar. Howaver, thsre
is one point you skould romember, it tokos intercated, active

fans to keep the club going and growing wnd improving,

ara the onsg who moke 1% a club 1o bu proud of,



